is material may be protected by
pyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code),

communications and from the unre-
stricted use of corporate resources for
lobbying, propaganda, political cor-
ruption, and debasement of public
values. It is more dangerous than eco-
nomic power, for it undermines the
democratic process, prevents necessary
institutional reforms, and induces
popular acceptance of irresponsible
private power. If the supremacy of
political over economic power is to be
maintained, then corporations must
be stripped of the social power they
now exercise by arrogation. Professor
Reagan concedes that the success of
his Managed Economy depends on the
resolution of this issue.

Three possible lines of develop-
ment are visualized: (1) increase of
corporate power with virtually no
public control; (2) diminution and
diffusion of corporate power; (3) re-
tension of the corporate power struc-
ture, subject to greatly expanded pub-
lic control. He regards the first as
intolerable, being anti-democratic and
fascist; the second as preferable in
terms of traditional ideology but un-
realistic and impossible of attainment
because of business opposition, and
the third as most feasible and prob-
able. His prescriptions relate to this
third possibility in which “power is
not reduced but put under explicit
control.” To this end he suggests regu-
lation by Federal charter, public re-
view boards, public representation on
corporate boards of directors, direct
wage-price controls, a government-in-
dustry investment council, increased
public control over manpower, indus-
trial location and automation, an eco-
nomic Bill of Rights for individuals,
over-all ecorfomic planning under
Presidential direction, and Congres-
sional reform to expedite action on
economic policy decisions. Institution-
al reforms of this character, he feels,
would suffice to subordinate corpo-
rate power to the public interest, pro-
vided that, as indicated above, corpo-
rations are excluded from the exercise
of social power.

There is a contradiction between
Professor Reagan’s idealistic politics
and his deterministic economics. Al-
though he scorns institutional deter-
minism in politics, he accepts it in
economics. Concentration of econom-
ic power, he asserts, is inevitable;
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“there can be no industrialism with-
out concentration of property;” “the
inexorable tendencies of technology”
require concentration; competition is
obsolete, anti-trust is a delusion, free
enterprise is a myth; corporate power
cannot be reduced; society has no al-
ternatives except regulation of already
concentrated private power.

How an economic power structure
based on the deterministic principle
of inexorable necessity can be sub-
ordinated to the political free will of
a democratic state is beyond the com-
prehension of this reviewer. There is
no instance in the history of modern
monopoly capitalism where this feat
has been accomplished with any no-
table degree of success; invariably con-
centrated private economic power
dominates the political state and sub-
verts the sovereign powers of the state
to its service. Our present system—
aptly described as the New Mercantil-
ism—with its extreme concentration
of power, buttressed by an elaborate
array of privilege, protection, and
subsidization, is an excellent example

His addiction to economic deter-
minism leads Reagan to discard the
traditional weapons by means of
which democracy can protect itself
against the aggressions of monopoly:
the right to compel competition, to
apply severe sanctions against mo-
nopolistic practices, to reorganize and
fractionate concentrated power, to
abolish privileges, to create alterna-
tive economic institutions, to provide
services through public undertakings,

to socialize certain facilities and fun
tions if necessary for the public goo
Having thus accepted concentrati
as inevitable and thrown away the
fensive weapons of democracy, R
gan, notwithstanding his politic
liberalism, lands in the camp of (
“progressive Tories,” to use a Britis
term. Their standard response to the
challenge of corporate power is: DofE
not reduce or nationalize this power
the same, or even better, results cg
be achieved by regulating it.
Although he arrives at this sa
conclusion, Reagan is obv1ously not 4%
party to the self- servmg counsel of
the “progressive Tories.” Rather, he
is trapped by his reliance on the fals:
doctrine of economic determmlsm,
and is thus driven to seek realization
of his ideals by the dubious techniqu JE
of public management of private pow- i
er. He can escape from this uncom-
fortable position by disavowing the
dogma of inevitable concentration
and devoting his talents to reorgani
zation and decentralization of e
power structure in a manner consiy
tent with the democratic tradition,
He admits a preference for this course,]
It is the road back to the liberalism
and away from the dangerous neo-fas
cism inherent in public regulation of
concentrated private power.

Our Nuclear Future

THE Atomic Ack, edited by Mar,|
ton Grodzins and Eugene Rabine
witch. Basic Books. 669 pp. $10.

Reviewed by
James E. McDonald

HE PAST two decades have witnessed
so many harrowing episodes off§
nuclear brinksmanship, have left ujg
so deeply fearful for our uncertain
nuclear future, that it has been diffi.f
cult at times to avoid pessimisticf
fatalism. It is one of the many merisJg
of The Atomic Age that it not only
permits us to review those two decJf
ades of trepidation in somber reflec
tion on what we have come through
but also, cautiously yet positivelyJ§
offers grounds for hope that, if w}
work hard enough, we might make
it through the next two decades.
Morton Grodzins and Eugene Ra,
binowitch have judiciously selectedf
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 more than sixty important articles
- published during the past decade and
2 half in the Bulletin of the Atomic
Scientists, plus  four from other
sources, and have woven them into a
lascinating  story of the period in
which science and scientists entered
the arena of national and world
affairs. In The Atomic Age, we wit-
ness some of the world’s most distip-
' guished scientists struggling to get their

|  fellow men to help in putting the genie

L back into the bottle. We are re.
. minded, in reading this collection of
¢ documents, how big the genie is, how
- small the bottle.

The editors have arranged their
- selections in approximately chrono-
logical order, beginning in 1939 with
Albert Einstein’s letter to President
Roosevelt, respectfully suggesting that
the President might “think it desir-
able to have some permanent con-
fact maintained between the Adminis.
tration and the group of physicists
~working on chain reactions in Ameri.
@" and ending with Rabinowitch’s
tentative statement of hope that per-
haps man has won a little time in
his battle with the forces of destruc-
tion. The book can be read an article
at a time in browsing fashion, or read
topically in the sections arranged by
the editors with their germane intro-
ductory comments. A few may read
it from cover to cover in one long
sitting; but it invites rereading and
leafing back and forth to compare
one writer with another and to match
particular predictions with later out-
omes, since there is an enormous
aount of factual information and
wmmentary in its six hundred pages.

[

I found it astonishing to read what
the editors aptly term “the prescient
locuments of 1945,” the letters, peti-
tions, and predictions of the Manhat-
tan District scientists who foresaw in
sartling detail in 1945 what could
(and eventually did) happen in the
nuclear arms race in the absence of
international control. Anyone who
thinks all scientists are out of touch
vith reality might ponder Leo Szi-
lrd’s communication of March, 1945
(three months prior to the first
juomic bomb test at Alamogordo),
{n which almost every major diffi-
wlty of the atomic age was predicted
in detail.

horil, 1964

The failure to achieve international
control is documented in 3 nuimber
of articles which remind us that
America’s record generally, on that
Score, was a good one. We tried. And
we tried chiefly because so many of
our leading scientists came out of the
experience of Hiroshima and Naga-
saki bitterly determined to avoid
more nuclear destruction.

After the failure to achieve inter-
national control of atomic energy and
atomic armaments, there began the
difficult years of peril, recorded in
one article after another in this book.
Foreign policy dilemmas, disarma-
ment and arms control efforts, fall-
out and nuclear test-ban problems,
espionage and security woes are re-
viewed through the contemporary
writers’ contribution to the Bulletin.
More gems are found scattered along
the way, such as Michael Polanyi’s
letter-by-letter account of how he was
denied a visa to enter the United
States in the early Fifties. Our “paper
curtain” was too much for Polanyi
and many other outstanding scientists
kept out by a stupid witch-hunting
era. Several articles recall the peak
of McCarthyism and remind us of the
$py trials and the Oppenheimer hear-
ings. There is much to reflect on in
all of this, and readers will probably
return to this section of The Atomic
Age again and again for its sheer
reference value.

Finally, the editors hold out hope.
They recount the slow progress in
the Pugwash Conferences, which are
seen, in retrospect, as most significant
events, despite their appearing un-
productive at the time. One theme
is found to thread through much of
the writing in this last section of the
book: international scientific coop-
erative programs may hold the key
to relaxing international tensions.
Science is, by nature, international in
outlook. Science prospers only in an
open system. Any progress made in
the course of international collabora-
tion in science benefits all of the
world. Each step forward in scientific
collaboration can serve as a reminder
to all men that ours is really one
world after all, and that mankind,
not national sovereignty, must be our
concern. Thus, the hope that is held
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out to us seems to be a hope tied to
catalyzing the reaction between con-
flicting world powers by developing
ever stronger programs in interna-
tional scientific collaboration, in
order that still broader cooperation
may grow out of such beginnings. I
wish every Congressman, and every
one of his opposite numbers abroad,
could read this message in the form
slowly spelled out by the various
writers whose views are assembled in
this last portion of The Atomic Age.

Grodzins and Rabinowitch have
given us an excellent selection of
readings, much food for thought,
much basis for intelligent decision, as
we try to live out and live through
our atomic age.

Out of the Past

THE LitTLE Gires, by Elizabeth
Bowen. Alfred A. Knopf. 307 pp.
$4.95.

THE WAPSHOT SCANDAL, by John
Cheever. Harper & Row. 309 pp.
$4.95.

Reviewed by

Lucy Johnson

HERE ARE two novels in which the
past plays a significant part. In
each, however, the conception of the
past is completely different and its
treatment by the two authors is in
sharp contrast.
Elizabeth Bowen is a creator of
atmosphere and mood. It is the feel
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of the people and the places tha
conveys her story. The plot is a graph
charting the slight but significant
changes of temperature both inside
and outside her characters. The Little
Girls starts out as if it were one of
those games I imagine house parties {
of clever English men and women
playing, where from one attribute or
belonging each player’s personality is
analyzed to shreds. But no. Dinah
Delacroix, at sixty-one a charming 8
widow and grandmother, is collecting
meaningful articles from her friends
to entomb in a cave for the future.
She is doing this, however, not asa
character analyst, but in response to
a submerged memory of having done
the same thing when she was a child
of eleven. She locates the two women
who as girls buried a coffer with her |
and proves more or less that the child
is mother of the woman and that the
little girls of the past have not alto- },
gether disappeared.

A beautifully lucid and shining
flashback follows—to the summer of |,
1914 when the three girls were in}
school together, in and out of each
other’s houses, swimming, sunning, in- k
venting an Unknown Language, and
finally burying the coffer containing
bones, a chain, and an extrasecret, §
undeclared object from each one. The
changing, tentative friendships among ¢~
the three children and the shimmer
ing relationships between the girl
and their parents and among the
adults themselves are conveyed with
an irony and a tart, amused under :
standing that cuts all sentimentality |
from this vivid memory. :

As the three women disclose them- |
selves again in the present, it becomes |
evident that to Miss Bowen it is the {§
submerged things of the past—a re |
fusal to love or to commit oneself,
the shameful ability to show only false
emotion and to hide true, the charac !
teristic of always asking more of others |
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