THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85721

INSTITUTE OF ATMOSPHERIC PHYSICS

March 8, 1971

Hon. S{lvio 0. Conte
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C., 20516

Dear ¥r. Conte:

The accompanying letter {s my formal response to your invitatfon to add
further comments to my remarks made Tast week, when you asked me about my
work on the UFO problem. This note fs an informal lettar of transmittal,

As you may have guessed, I was taken entirely by surprise by your bring-
ing up the UFO problem, and failed to grasp the essential purpose of your
question. For that reason, ! probably did not give you very satisfactory
an;wers; I was put too much on the defensive by my misinterpretation of your
objectives, ]

Hence, against the possibility that you still might be able to use a
somewhat formal letter in response to your {ny{itatio eladborate on those
points, I send you the enclosed letter. I $ probably‘too late to {nsert
1t into the published versfon of last wes s hearings, but conceivably 1t
might be of some use to you {f you do didcuss-any of these points on the
House floor.

In any event, even {f this/is of
clarifying or evaluating my SSX testd
tunity to underscore to ‘

real use ¢o you fn connection with
Y, I am delighted to have this oppor-

Y Congress the point that there are
responsible scient{sty’who have taken a good look at the UFO problem and
conclude that, far m befng/a Jot of nonsense, 1t is a matter of poten-
tially highest scientific sidhificance. The latter {s very much my view,
after more than four ye of rather detatled studies in that area,

I might note that your own state of Massachusetts, particularly in the
spring of 1966 and continuing on tnto 1667, has been the site of many out-
standing UFO reports. I have investigated, in quite a bit of detail, for
example, one that occurred in the middle of Beverly, Mass., involving a
number of witnesses, includfng two police officers, and represented a
sighting at extremely close range of an object fitting no known technological
description. It's a fascinating problem, and one that has been allowed to
slip into a most regrettable state. Perhaps at some future time, we might
have an opportunity to pursue these matters further,

- Sincerely yﬁurs,

James E. McDonald

Professor
JEM/mspr
Enclosures
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Hon. Silvio 0. Conte
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C., 20515

Dear Mr. Conte:

: In the March 2 hearings before the House Transportatfon Appropriatfons
Subcommi ttee, you queried me regarding my past work on the long-puzzling UFO
problem. At the end of our brief exchange on that topic, you extended to me
an invitation to elaborate somewhat on the questions you had rafsed., As I
now understand it, you were attampting to get on record at least a few indi-
catfons of my serious scientific concern for the UFD problen.

Because 1 have devoted so much effort in recent years to clarifying the
nature of the UF0 problem, it would be quite easy to cite a large number of
such indications. Should any of your Congressional colYeagues ratse ques-
tions along these general lines, in connectfon with the/probity of my views
on SST environmental hazards, perhaps the best source which they might be
referred would be the Prooeedings of hearings before House Committee on
Science and Astronautics, 90th Congress, 24 Sessyon, July 29, 1968, “Symposfum
on Unidentified Fiying ObJects.” In the 247-pagk Prooeedings of those hear-
ings, my testimony and submitted statement w be found to be the most exten-
sive single contribution, It includes.a d¥€cussion of over 40 selected UFO
cases of scientific significances” My magtertal will be found on pages 18-85
of the Proosedings. And, with fespect tb the particular question that you
asked me about the curious corrglation Yetween power fatlures and UFD sfight-
ings (an interesting, saclusive, correlation), see pages 31-32 and
79-80. You will find Ahere essentfally the answer that I gave you last week,
in my reference to Copgressmay Ryan's querfes on the New York blackout of
1965, Incidentally, Rar mopé numerous instances of {gqnftion-disturbances in
automobiles are on recofd; in conjunction with close-range UFO sfghtings of
an extremely intriguing type. ,

e T4

As another meaningful indication of the serious nature of my scientific
approach to the UFO problem, I enclose a 11st of the quite extensive number
of scientific, technical, and military groups and organfzations before which
1 spoke during the 1966-69 perfod. You will find many Afr Force and Navy
groups represented there, many professional societies, and a wide range of
university groups. In particular, during the 1968-59 academfc year, the
American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics selected me as one of a
half-dozen Distinguished Lecturers for that year. This {s why so0 many AIAA
sections appear on the 11st for that particular period,

The American Socfety of Newspaper Editors, at their 1966 spring meeting
in Mashington, asked me to be one of the{r speakers. I enclose, for your
information, a copy of the materfal that ! presented there, which also con-
tains a number of selected UFO case-discussions.
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I selected five Afr Force radar UFO cases for analysis before a
UFO Symposium at the December 1969 meetings 1n Boston of the American
Assocfation for the Advancement of Scfence. Enclosed fs a copy of
that material, some of which has since been published elsewhere.

As another of many avaflable examples of the approach ! have
employed in considering the UFO question, 1 enclose a copy of material
- recently published tn the Frooeedings of the 14th Weather Radar Con-
ference. As you will note, I discuss therein three other military-
radar UF0 cases of significance.

The Condon Report is often cited as having settled the UFO problem,
yet I am one of a number of scientists who are entirely unsatisfied with
that report and its scfentific content. I shall not enclose a copy of
an extensive review of the Condon Report which I have written, but it
can be found in the November 1969 1ssue of JToarus, & Yeading publication
in the planetary sciences field. However, I do enclose a couple of other
sumaries of talks that I have given to scientffic and technical groups,
wherein I have pinpointed some of my many objections to the level of
analysis that went into the Condon Report.

As I said above, an extremely large 1ist of indices of my serious
scfentific consfderation of the UFO problem could be assembled, {f
there really were 2 point in so dofng. It 1s extremely unfortunate
that the entire UFO problem was downgraded to a level where only a very
small number of untrained personnel within the Afr Force ware routinely
assigned to handling reports that fed into the Wright Patterson Afr
Force Base, where Project Blue Book was headquartered. As ! safd to
you in the March 2 hearings, I have recently spent a good deal of time
‘working on the now declassiffed files that are stored at the Air
Historical Divisfon, Maxwell Afr Force Base. The implications of the
long-filed military reports that J have studied down there would be
impossible to describa in a mere paragraph or two. Suffice it to say
that those files strongly bear out the conclusion that I reached
several years ago, that the UFO problem {s one of potentially enormous
scientific significance. VYet, despite that, many persons (including
the colleagues whose queries you felt obliged to prepare to fend off)
are under the misimpression that the UFO problem is al1 a lot of non-
sense. If they had talked to as many atrline pilots, military pilots,
law-enforcament officers, and other witnesses of high credibility as I
have interviewed fn the past few years, they would have a markedly
different notion of this whole question. However, the ridicule that
has been focused on that problem has made it axceedingly difficult to
get scientists to take a look at the scattered but impressive evidence
that argues 1ts scientific importance. That objective 1s sti11 one of
my major scientific concerns, I might say in closing,

Sincerely yours,

JEM/msr . James E, McDonald
Enclosures Professor



